This slim volume offers a very readable up-todate review of a rapidly expanding subject. The occasional contradiction and inaccuracy may annoy those engaged in active research, for example that antiviral agents should be used only when absolutely necessary but that the common cold is a prime target for chemotherapy. Again we are told that interferon is relatively non-toxic but then later that toxic side effects are regularly observed.
It is uncertain for whom the book is intended. The expert may well enjoy the easy style and find the extensive references useful but will not learn much. The student may benefit more in all regards, though some will consider the clinical aspects of the treatment of viral disease to have been given rather short shrift. Despite these reservations the book can be recommended as a pleasant read for all those interested in the subject.
A PAUL FIDDIAN

Head of Clinical Antiviral Chemotherapy Section
The Wellcome Research Laboratories, Beckenham Children: A Handbook for Children's Doctors P Gray & F Cockburn (ed) pp 374 £30 London: Pitman 1984 In spite of its title, this book only covers a relatively small component of the knowledge required by those dealing with the primary health care of childrenat whom, the editors say in their preface, it is directed. It covers the growth and development of children and those diseases which affect these two components. For example, it deals with chickenpox in the fetus and neonate, and mentions the possibility of vaccination, but computely ignores chickenpox as a disease in the older child. Nor does it cover many of the wide range of minor maladies; for example, the disorders of the respiratory and gastrointestinal tracts which bring so many children to the general practitioner and the clinic.
I suspect, too, that the novice in this field will find much of what is written difficult to follow. Too much emphasis is placed on the rare and not enough on the fundamentals. For those who already have some knowledge of child growth and development this does not matter and for them this may well be a useful book, but I think that they would prefer to go to a major text -for example, the Textbook of Paediatrics edited by Forfar and Arneil (Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh) -whenever they want to read about a topic in depth. STUART This paperback is no more than its title impliesthe proceedings of a conference designed to pool current knowledge on the subject. This inevitably results in a curious mixture of topics, e.g. achievements to date (such as reduction of field size in chest X-rays and reduction of dose to dental patients); a summary of diagnostic decision-making processes including decision matrices and receiver operating characteristic curves; a quick look at information theory; and relatively detailed short accounts of the present status of luminance and perception, xeroradiography, emission tomography (including position emitters), real-time ultrasound, Doppler techniques digital radiography (including digital subtraction angiography) and nuclear magnetic resonance. Only in computed tomography (CT) and digital radiography are radiation doses quoted. For CT the surface radiation dose is given as 3 rad for the head and 2-3.5 rad for the body, but with variations by factors of 6 for the head and 10 for the body. For digital substraction angiography one observer reduced the average dose to 20 rad per study, compared with 24.5 previously in direct full cerebral angiography.
The major lecture, 'Ethics, trade-offs and medical radiation' by Eugene L Saenger, considers costs, the legislative problems in the US (with criticism of the 'Certificate of Need' required before being allowed to purchase a CT scan) and studies of efficacy. The latter are also covered by a later speaker. An account is given of the legislative and regulatory system in Canada with a description of the assessments of natural background radiation in that country showing variations of 18-114 mR/year in different cities and at different times. There are a number of specialist committee reports on work in progress. I fear that this publication will only have a limited place in the UK on the shelves of Radiation Protection Advisers and members of the IRCP, as evidence of the position reached so far in the US. It is clear that our transatlantic colleagues are no further forward in assessing risks and benefits of medical radiation in the newest imaging modalities than we are, but that they are thinking about it harder. They are still committed to assessing dose as energy absorbed per unit mass of tissue (rads and rems, Grays and Sieverts) which leads to the interesting paradox that if one CT slice produces 2.3 rad then five produces 3.1 rad. It This journal, one of three new tropical veterinary periodicals that have appeared in the last 18 months, should prove to be a valuable addition to the two international journals already established in this field: Bulletin of Animal Health and Production in Africa and Tropical Animal Health and Production. The justifications for this increase are that plant and animal life (including pathogenic microorganisms and parasites) is much more abundant, diverse and complex in the tropics than in temperate climates, and that much relevant information is lost in local journals and bulletins or has to compete for space in journals mainly concerned with animal health in temperate regions. The development of veterinary research in the tropics, and especially in West Africa, has led to the publication of this new quarterly, which is edited and sponsored by the Faculty of Vererinary Medicine of Ibaden University, Nigeria. Ten of the 12 papers in this issue are by authors based in Nigeria. Lancaster: MTP Press 1983 This book contains four main sections devoted to high risk pregnancy, caesarean section, birth spacing, and family planning services in the maternity hospital. In all there are 23 different contributors from 9 different countries. The book is dominated by presentations from the Family Health International Research, Triangle Park, North Carolina. However, the data they present covers a wide range of countries.
Without doubt this book contains a wealth of information but it can only appeal to those practitioners who are interested in the comparison of data between different countries. Nevertheless it will prove a useful reference book for those interested in the epidemiology of this specialty. N 
MORRIS
Professor of Obstetrics & Gynaecology Charing Cross Hospital Medical School, London
Radiologic Atlas of the Colon and Rectum J Altaras pp 300 £50 Munich: Urban & Schwarzenberg; London: Pitman 1984 The German author of this atlas is Professor of Radiology at Giessen University and is clearly a radiologist of distinction. On the whole the illustrations are quite superb and are beautifully reproduced. There is a certain amount of unnecessary repetitionfor instance, seven figures illustrating essentially similar appearances of polypoid change in Crohn's disease. Also, figure 172 does not reproduce adequately and the textual reference to figure 219 is incorrect. Such flaws represent a minor failure in editing.
It is, however, in the text that this book falls short, at least in it English translation. How much the translation itself is to blame and how much individual nuances of the original text I cannot say. Thus, on page 11, we read, 'The dedicated radiologist should find the principles for the exact execution of a double contrast
